
landowner? What site types are present? 
What tool types and lithic materials are 
represented within each site and over the 
project area? What is the cultural history of 
the area based on the diagnostic artifacts 
found within the landowner’s collection? 
This analysis of a private artifact collection 
in Weld County provides evidence that 
meaningful interpretations can be drawn 
from private artifact collections. 

This program is free and open to the public.   
Join us! 

The Folsom Point 

September 16 (Wednesday) - Social Time, 
Business Meeting and Program.   Dinner is 
at 5:30 p.m. and program is at 7:00 p.m. at 
Pappy’s Corner Pub, 1027 W. Horsetooth 
Rd, Fort Collins. Program:  Archaeological 
Investigations from a Private Artifact 
Collection Located in Northeastern 
Colorado, presented by Amy Fredrick, 
Graduate Student in Department of 
Anthropology, CSU.  Amy's master's thesis 
provides baseline and contextual data for a 
private artifact collection from northeastern 
Colorado. The collection contains 
diagnostics including a Hell Gap point, 
McKean points and Avonlea Points. 
Northeastern Colorado has been occupied 
by humans for at least 11,000 years. 
Paleoindians were known to be nomadic 
hunters and gatherers. At present, no 
published data exists on the landowner’s 
artifact collection from the Pawnee 
National Grassland locality. This research 
documents the existing private artifact 
collection, while it also records the various 
site locations. Documenting the site 
localities provides contextual information 
regarding the previously collected private 
artifacts and ties in diagnostic artifacts with 
Plains architecture in the form of stone 
circles. Her project also highlights the 
landowner’s collection behaviors at the 
various sites over the years. Her thesis 
addresses the following questions: What 
types of activities have occurred at the 
collection sites over the years; what brings 
the landowner to these locations? What 
types of artifacts are collected by the 
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Archaeological Investigations from a 
Private Ar tifact Collection in NE Colorado 

Special points of interest: 

• September 16—CAS/NCC 
Program by CSU anthropology 
graduate student Amy 
Frederick 

• October 2-4—CAS Annual 
Meeting in Pueblo, hosted by 
Pueblo Archaeological and 
Historical Society 

• October 21—CAS/NCC 
Program by CSU anthropology 
professor Dr. Mary Van Buren 

• October 8-10—Ninth Biennial 
Rocky Mountain 
Anthropological Conference, 
Gunnison 

• November 18—CAS/NCC 
program by CSU anthropology 
professor Dr. Michelle M. 
Glanz 
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PAAC News 

Class Location Dates 
Basic Site Surveying Techniques Pueblo/Pueblo Sept 11-14 (F-S-S) 

Colorado Archaeology Colorado 
Springs/Pikes Peak 

Oct 23-25 (F-S-S) 

Field and Lab Photography Fort Collins/Northern 
Colorado 

Sept 15, 22, 29, Oct 6, 13 (T) 

Historical Archaeology Denver/Denver Oct 22, 29, Nov 5, 12, 19, Dec 3, 10 (R) 

Perishable Materials Montrose/Chipeta Nov 13-16 (F-S-S) 

Perishable Materials Alamosa/San Luis 
Valley Archaeologi-
cal Network 

Nov 20-22 (F-S-S) 

Perishable Materials Boulder/Indian Peaks Oct 14, 21, 28, Nov 4, 11, 18, Dec 2 (W) 

Prehistoric Ceramics Description & 
Analysis 

Cortez /Hisatsinom Nov 6-9 (F-S-S) 

Prehistoric Lithics Description & Analy-
sis 

Gunnison /C.T. Hurst Dec 4-7 (F-S-S) 

Prehistoric Lithics Description & Analy-
sis 

Grand Junc-
tion/Grand Junction 

Sept 18-20 (F-S-S) 

Research Design & Report Writing Glenwood 
Springs/Roaring Fork 
Valley 

Oct 17-18 (F-S) 

Rock Art Studies Durango /San Juan 
Basin 

Dec 11-13 (F-S-S) 

PAAC Laboratory Project Denver - Contact 
Kevin Black 

Dec *1-22 

PAAC Class Schedule 

contact info http://www.coloradohistory-
oahp.org/programareas/paac/coordinators.htm). Due to the relo-
cation of the Colorado Historical Society offices, we may not 
have a spring class. Watch this space and the NCC-CAS web site 
for more details. 

(use in either event) We are still looking for a new PAAC coodi-
nator. Contact me for details of the job. The job can be held by 
co-coordinators so consider signing up with a buddy. 

Submitted by Lucy Burris, Interim PAAC Coordinator 

We will start our fall PAAC class - Field and Laboratory Pho-
tography on September 15 with 10 participants. Many thanks to 
the Veternary Specialist Center of Loveland for allowing us to 
once again use their conference room for class. Don't forget that 
you can take classes at other locations around the state and you 
don't have to belong to CAS to take classes. Classes held at 
other locations are listed below. Contact the chapter PAAC co-
ordinator for details and to register (go the state PAAC site for 

Join Us for Social Time Before the CAS/NCC Meeting! 
All are invited to join us for dinner, appetizers, drinks (on your own tab) starting 

at 5:30 pm at Pappy’s Corner Pub, 1027 W. Horsetooth Rd, Fort Collins.  Our 
meetings are free and open to the public! 
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sive evidence that Chimney Rock is not a stand-alone site, 
but part of a much larger group of ancient pueblos whose 
function is related to astronomical events. 
http://www.pagosasun.com/archives/2009/07july/070209/fea
ture.html 

• John Salazar's Bill to Provide Mesa Verde with 22 Million 
Dollars for New Visitor's Center Passes in US House: The 
proposed visitor and curatorial center at Mesa Verde Na-
tional Park stands to receive $22 million under a funding bill 
passed by the U.S. House of Representatives. The money 
was requested by U.S. Rep. John Salazar, who announced 
the funding Wednesday at Mesa Verde. The bill contains 
$11.6 million for the curatorial center and $10.5 million for 
the visitors center. Both centers will be housed in one build-
ing near the park's entrance. 
http://www.cdarc.org/page/fqb7 - Durango Herald 

• The Strange Story of Everett Ruess continues:  Any doubt 
that remains found in the Utah wilderness were those of 
Everett Ruess, a legendary wanderer of the 1930s, seemed to 
be erased by a battery of forensic and genetic tests a few 
months ago. But Utah's state archaeologist, who was not in-
volved in the discovery, is raising a series of questions about 
whether the remains are actually those of the poet and artist 
who disappeared in the Escalante canyons. 
http://www.startribune.com/nation/49753927.html 

• Downtown Excavations for New Museum Site Provides 
View of Historic Denver: Archaeologists have uncovered the 

Submitted by Bruce Wahle 

• Navajo Textiles to be Featured at University of Colorado 
Museum:  A collection of rare Native American textiles will 
be on display for the next year at the University of Colo-
rado's Museum of Natural History.  The exhibit -- "Navajo 
Weaving: Diamonds, Dreams, Landscapes" -- features ap-
proximately 100 blankets, rugs and belts, including many 
that haven't been previously shown, from the museum's Joe 
Ben Wheat Southwest Textile Collection. The exhibit is 
made up of three different displays, organized thematically.  
The first, "Diamonds and Beyond," runs through Oct. 1. It's 
followed by "Dreams, Schemes and Stories," which will be 
shown from October through February 2010. "Landscapes," 
the last installment, will be shown until May 30, 2010. 
http://www.cdarc.org/page/grwd - Colorado Daily 

• Excavations at Chimney Rock: Take a 1,000-year-old, an-
cient Puebloan site that links to a major astronomical 
"capital" 100 miles away, combine it with archaeology con-
nections to the University of Colorado spanning 40 years, 
and you end up with a masterpiece of excavation and mys-
tery just a half-hour from Pagosa Springs.  The Chimney 
Rock Archaeology Area is best known locally as the tower-
ing pillars of stone that rise above the valley floor near the 
intersection of U.S. 160 and Colo. 151. Visible from areas 
in Pagosa Springs, the formations are just a small part of the 
site that has attracted attention from archaeologists both 
regionally and worldwide.  In fact, a film crew from the 
National Geographic Society was at the site in late June to 
document the current project, which could provide conclu-

PAAC Site Form Workshops in September & October 

Continued on Next Page 

partially filled-out field form into a report-ready final form in-
cluding inking sketch maps, computing legal locations and 
UTMs, topographic map plots, artifact illustrations, etc. You are 
asked to bring a pencil, eraser, clipboard or comparable writing 
surface, and any draft forms you are preparing. We will take a 
lunch break around 12:30pm—many local restaurants are near 
the OAHP office or you can brown bag it. As always, you can 
reach me (or leave a message) at 303/866-4671, fax 303/866-
2711, or e-mail (below) if you have any questions about the 
workshops or have any other questions or comments about sur-
veys, site forms, PAAC certification, etc. Thanks, and I hope to 
see you soon! 

Kevin Black 

Hi Folks, 

I will be having two site form workshops here in Denver on 
September 23 (Wednesday) and October 31 (Saturday).  Each 
workshop will be held at the Office of Archaeology and Historic 
Preservation, on the third floor of the Colorado History Mu-
seum, 1300 Broadway in downtown Denver. You are welcome 
to attend either one or both of the sessions, and others interested 
in the information can attend as well—these workshops are 
NOT limited to participants on the Summer Training Survey so 
please spread the word. We will start at 10:00am and will be 
finished by 4:00pm at the latest. Attendance is, of course, com-
pletely voluntary.  No application is needed, but I would appre-
ciate a brief advance notice from you if you plan to attend.   

Each workshop will cover those tasks necessary to transform a 

News Briefs 
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Indian Peaks Chapter Program September 10 

“I was somewhat surprised to find mammal protein residues on 
these tools, in part because we initially suspected that the 
Mahaffy Cache might be ritualistic rather than utilitarian,” Yohe 
said in a news release.  The camel proteins also helped date the 
tools because, as Bamforth points out, we haven’t had camels on 
the Front Range for quite some time.  

“We know (13,000 years ago) there were elephants and camels 
and horses and ground sloths,” he said, “animals you’d be really 
surprised to see in downtown Boulder.” At that time, when the 
receding glaciers of the last ice age would have been prominent 
along the foothills of northern Colorado, all kinds of large mam-
mals roamed North America, including woolly mammoths, dire 
wolves, short-faced bears, saber-toothed cats and woolly rhinos. 

Eagle-eyed Boulder County hikers, gardeners and wanderers 
have found evidence of some of these animals and the people 
who hunted them in the area before, Bamforth said. But the tools 
found recently in Boulder are from only one of two caches from 
the Clovis era ever discovered in North America. The other was 
found in Washington state. Artifacts found on private property 
belong to the land owner, Bamforth said, except in some cases 
involving human remains. Mahaffy said the tools found on his 
property will likely wind up in a museum, except for a few 
smaller pieces, which will be reburied where they were found. 

Bamforth said he worries some land owners may not report dis-
coveries of artifacts, fearing that any projects they’re working on 
could be stopped, but in reality, archaeologists have no such 
power. “We can learn a lot from them — it’s a huge value to ar-
chaeology,” Bamforth said. “It helps us to tell a piece of history. 
We really appreciate it when people are willing to share these 
kinds of things.”  

So Bamforth tries to return all the phone calls he gets from in-
quiring locals. One never knows when the next prehistoric camel-
butchering knife might be found. In fact, he recently got an in-
triguing call from a person outside of southeast Denver. 

“They had found a ring-shaped mound,” he said. “I’d really like 
to call them back, if only I hadn’t lost their number. If they read 
the article, I hope they give me a call.” 

Dr. Bamforth will describe the Clovis Cache on Thursday, Sep-
tember 10 at the Indian Peaks Chapter, CAS program.  Meetings 
are held at 7:00 p.m. in the Dinosaur Room of the University of 
Colorado Museum in Boulder. 

The following is summarized from articles by Laura Snider, 
ColoradoDaily.com, Wednesday, February 25, 2009. 

Two of the more than 80 implements in the cache were shown to 
have protein residue from now- extinct North American camels 
and horses.  Douglas Bamforth, an anthropologist at the Univer-
sity of Colorado, places his hand one of more than 80 artfiacts 
unearthed about two feet below Boulder resident Patrick 
Mahaffy's front yard during a landscaping project last summer. 
The artifacts, which may have been made during the Clovis pe-
riod nearly 13,000 years ago, were neatly arranged in a cache 

near where this portrait was taken, suggesting that the users of 
these instruments may have intended to reuse them. 

Bbiochemical evidence suggests that the tools were used for 
prehistoric camel slaughter — with protein residue from sheep, 
bear and horses.  Robert Yohe at California State University in 
Bakersfield performed the chemical analysis. The proteins on 
the artifacts, which were tested three times to ensure accuracy, 
were compared against the known biological makeup of mam-
malian families. 

bottles still containing alcohol. A few bones were found in 
one cellar, but they were of a puppy and not human. "Now 
we're trying to make the link from archaeology to anthropol-
ogy; from bricks and mortar to domestic activities and eco-
nomic conditions," said Steve Dominguez, senior archaeolo-
gist with RMC Consultants, hired by the Colorado Historical 
Society. 
http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_13203936 

foundations of 100-year-old row houses, along with arti-
facts including children's toys, at the site of the state's new 
history museum in downtown Denver. The seven row 
houses, built between 1890 and 1904, extended along the 
north side of East 12th Avenue between Lincoln Street and 
Broadway. Artifacts found in the cellars include fine-
diningware, silverware, porcelain dolls and some liquor 

Continued from Previous Page 



Page 5 Volume 24, Issue 09 



Colorado Archaeological Society Code of Ethics 
• Members will uphold State and Federal antiquities laws and regulations.  

• Excavation of archaeological sites will be conducted only according to professionally accepted procedures developed in consultation with a 
professional archaeologist and with the written permission of the landowner. The investigator has the responsibility for publication of the 
results of his/her investigation and for making the collection available for further scientific study.  

• Members are encouraged to report archaeological sites to the Office on the State Site Report forms. Materials collected from the surface 
sites shall be catalogued and described in the site survey report. Collected materials should either be deposited with the State Archaeologist's 
office or made available for scientific study.  

• Members will not support illegal or unscientifically conducted activities by participating in or condoning the sale, exchange or purchase of 
artifacts obtained from such sites.  

• Members who exhibit artifacts will do so in an educational context. Items from burials and objects considered sacred will not be exhibited.  

• Members will cooperate with the State Archaeologist and other agencies concerned with archaeology and related fields.  

• Members will respect the dignity of groups whose cultural histories are the subject of archaeological investigation.  

• Members will not participate in conduct involving dishonesty, deceit, or misrepresentation about archaeological matters. 

Northern Colorado Chapter / Colorado Archaeological Society 
P.O. Box 270738 
Fort Collins, CO 80527-0738 

Northern Colorado Chapter / Colorado Archaeological Society 
Website: www.fortnet.org/casncc 
E-mail:  casncc@fortnet.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Joel Hurmence 


